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elcome to our 

Family Fun Day at 
Pittwater Park! Along 
with the soccer action 
on the main field | 
hope that you take the 
time to enjoy the other 
entertainment that is 
on offer today. Thank 
you for coming along to 
make this day possible. 


Today Northern Spirit are taking on league 
leaders South Melbourne in what should be a 
great game. | hope that the team hears your 
support from the sidelines as the Club aims for 
a vital win that should take us back into the top 
six.We are also happy to host a Women’s National 
Soccer League match as today’s curtain raiser. | 
hope you support the women’s game and we 
wish the home side, NSW Sapphires, the best of 
luck against Adelaide Sensation. 


With the details of the new competition being 
released any day, at Northern Spirit we are keen 
to work towards securing our place in the new 
competition. As | have highlighted before our 
community links, focus on youth development, 
sponsorship deals and new brand combined with 
our on field performances and the quality of our 
squad are all designed to ensure our sustainability 


and inclusion in any new competition, Stay tuned 
for updates on our progress. 


We're almost half way through this season and 
what a year it has been. After a slow start we 
strung some good wins together that saw us 
sitting in third place on the NSL table. However, 
after the bye in round nine and two disappointing 
losses we're sitting in eighth position, well below 
where we believe Spirit belong. 


Looking forward we are hoping to put together 
some wins to secure a position in the top six in 
time for Christmas and we have the opportunity 
with four matches in the next two weeks. 
Following today’s match we play Adelaide 
United on Wednesday in S.A., Brisbane Strikers on 
Saturday in QLD. and then back here for Newcastle 
United on December 21. We are determined to 
make the most of our chances on the road trip 
and make each result count. 


Finally, a quick congratulations has to go to 
Alex Wilkinson and Jonathan Richter who are 
doing Spirit proud at the FIFA World Youth 
Championships in the United Arab Emirates. 
While we miss them from our Spirit lineup both 
are performing well at the tournament with 
Wilkinson in the starting lineup for their first three 
matches and Richter making an impact from the 
bench. We wish them well and look forward to 
welcoming them back to our side soon, 


Enjoy the game today, go Spirit! 
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elcome to 

Pittwater Park. | 
Nope that the weather 
ronight is more inviting 
than for our last home 
match against Sydney 
Jnited. Thank you to } 
those of you who made 
t along that night in the 
atrocious torrential rain 
-onditions. 


[he wet and windy conditions for the United 
natch really set the tone for the game that night. 
Although it was not a pretty affair, | thought that 
ve did enough to win the game but it was not to 
de, To concede the goal so early in the game in 
the way we did suggested that we did not have 
our heads right after winning three in a row and it 


View From the Top - Lawrie McKinna 


was a lesson for all the players that you can not let 
your guard down for a minute in this league. 


Last weeks game against Parramatta saw us up 
against a team with a lot of attacking options 
and on the day they were certainly the better 
team. We needed to capitalize on any chances 
that came our way and unfortunately missed 
a penalty which would have brought us to 1-1 
and impacted significantly on the match. An 
unfortunate statistic for us has been our three 
penalty misses at crucial moments in games this 
year and it is a stat we need to improve. 


Those two losses are history and the players have 
had a good training week in preparation for this 
match tonight. South Melbourne are top of the 
table and will be tough opposition for us but if 
are to pull ourselves back up into the six again 
then wins at home are crucial. 


Enjoy the game and keep up the support! 


Our Visitors Today: South Melbourne 


fter all the talk of the dominance of Perth and 

Parramatta this year, it is our visitors tonight in 

South Melbourrte who sit on top of the National 
eague ladder. 


lew coach Stuart Munro has had a great start 
(0 the season and brings to Pittwater Park a 
eam with a miserly defense and an attack 
hich smashed in six goals last week against the 
‘ootball Kingz. 


gene Galekovic (#20) is the custodian behind 
axperienced defenders Marcus Stergiopoulos 
#12) and Ante Kovacevic (#6), An ever present 
in the midfield this year has been new boy 
sam Poutakidis (#22) who: plays alongside the 

and South Melbourne legend, 


Paul Trimboli (#9). Trimboli is the creative heart~ 
to any South Melbourne team and he will have 
to be watched closely. He will look to provide 
service to leading goal scorer and New Zealand 
International Vaughan Coveny (#8) and sttike 
partner Scott Tunbridge (#25), South also have a 
third attacking option in their lineup in Michael 
Curcija (#18) who was having a quiet season in 
the goal scoring stakes until last week when he 
knocked in four - the 32nd haul of four goals by 
one player in the history of the league. 


There should be plenty of action tonight as 
South Melbourne try to consolidate their place 
at the top of the NSL table. Northern Spirit will be 
pushing for a win to take them back into the top 
six. Enjoy the game! 
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Shirt Number: 
Team: 
Nickname: 
Marital Status: 
Age: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of birth: 


Height: 

Weight: 
Football Information 
NSL Matches: 45 Representative Honours: 
NSL Goals: 5 
Signed with Spirit: July 2002 Best Football Moment: 
Spirit Matches: 36 


Spirit goals: 
First Ever Soccer Club: 
Previous Clubs: 


NSL Debut: 
Playing Position: 
Left or Right Footed: 


Trivia 


i Favourite Movie: 
Favourite TV Show: 
Favourite Band/Music: 

; Favourite Food: 

When not playing: 
Dream Date: 
Favourite Holiday: 
First Job: 


3 Worst Football Moment: 
Clyde Football Club Worst Soccer Injury: 
Clyde, St Mirren, Rangers Pre-Match Meal: 
Dunfermline Pre-Match Superstitions: 
1996,Wolves vs Cosmos Pet Hate on Field: 

Center Midfield Funniest Team Mate: 
Right. Best Football Advice: 


Dumb and Dumber Which cartoon character 


Friends are you most like: 
Nirvana Greatest fear: 

Chicken I'd like to improve on: 
Relax with the family Can't Live Without: 
My wife Describe Yourself in 
Florida three words: 

Factory Worker 


8 

Northern Spirit 
Fergie 

Married 

36 

15 March 1967 
Glasgow, Scotland 
177cm 

84kg 


Scotland (9 caps) 
Scotland U/21 (21 caps) 


1-0 win over Celtic in’97 to win the 
9th successive Championship 
Losing 

Hernia, season 1998/1999 

Chicken and beans 

None 

People cheating 

Noel Spencer 

Don't let anyone put you down 


Bugs Bunny 
Heights 

My age 

My wife and kids 


Happy, Friendly, Generous 


Shirt No. Name Playing Position Date of Birth 
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Paul Henderson Goalkeeper 22/04/76 Shirt No. Name Playing Position Date of Birth 


2 Julian Watts Defender 17/03/71 i 1 Dean Anastasiadis Goalkeeper 06/06/70 
3 Wayne O'Sullivan: Midfield 25/02/74 4 2 Levent Osman Defender 08/03/77 
Noel Spencer Midfield 26/07/77 3 _ Simon Storey Defender 05/06/82 


Alex Tobin Defender 03/11/65 
Vuko Tomasevic Midfield 13/02/80 
lanFerguson _ Midfield 15/03/67 
Adam Kwasnik Striker 31/05/83 
10 DylanMacallister =~ . Striker 17/05/82 
11 Jonathan Richter Midfield 12/04/83 
12, John Hutchinson — Midfield 29/12/79 


Mehmet Durakovic Defender 13/10/65 
Michael Panopoulos Midfield 09/10/76 
Ante Kovacevic Defender 13/06/74 
Vaughan Coveny Striker 13/12/71 
Paul Trimboli Midfield 25/02/69 
10 Con Boutsianis Midfield 27/12/71 
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14 Bradley Groves Midfield 29/01/82 12 Marcus Stergiopoulos Defender 12/06/74 
16 BrentFisher — ~ Striker 06/07/83 | 13__VinceLia Midfield 18/03/85 
17.‘ Stewart Petrie Striker 27/02/70 14 MaxLohy Midfield 27/11/82 
18 AlexWilkinson.- —._—_‘Defender 13/08/84 15 Steve Laurie Defender 30/10/82 
20 Stuart Page Goalkeeper 01/05/85 | 16 Massimo Murdocca Midfield 02/09/84 
22 Matthew Osman * Defender PLY WALK} | 17 Carl Recchia Midfield 13/12/84 
23 = Steven Baveas Midfield 07/04/84 | 18 = Michael Curcija Striker 27/06/77 
24 Oliver Skelding Midfield 02/05/85 19 ‘Kristian Sarkies Midfield 25/10/86 
25 Omar Obeid Midfield 23/05/85 ( 20 Eugene Galekovic Goalkeeper 12/06/81 
26 AndrewMailer_ _—_—_—“Midfield 19/04/84 ) 22 Sam Poutakidis Utility 31/07/76 
28 Matthew Hunter Defender 29/04/84 25 Scott Tunbridge Striker 26/06/82 
29 MichaelMouyis __ Defender 04/06/85 | 30 Michael Theoklitos Goalkeeper 11/02/81 
30 Jacob Rex Goalkeeper 04/10/84 

33 Mark Milligan .. -: Defender 04/08/85 


From the Terrace - Graham Hand 


omething special is happening at Northern 

Spirit that should be seen by all aspiring 
soccer players. At a time when we lament the 
loss of Australia’s best players to overseas clubs, 
a footballing legend continues to display talents 
which everyone can learn from. His name is lan 
Ferguson. 


NSL clubs do not have a great history of extracting 
value from imported players in the twilight of 
their careers, Spirit's own experience with Nicola 
Berti in 1999/2000 was a classic disaster. But lan 
Ferguson is a blinding exception, an adornment 
to the Australian game that too few people fully 
appreciate, 


Consider this. As a 20-year-old, he scored the only 
goal in the 1987 Scottish Cup Final. In 1988, he 
signed for Glasgow Rangers ina deal worth over $2 
million, a hell of a lot of money 15 years ago. He is 
one of only three players who won medals in every 
year of Rangers historic“nine in a row" premiership 
run from 1989 to 1997, He has nine caps for 
Scotland and appeared for Rangers 205 times. He 
is listed among Rangers Legends alongside names 
like Paul Gascoigne and Graeme Souness, and a 
video of his career sold over 20,000 copies. That's 
enough to make a bestseller list in Australia. 


Yet his footballing exploits these days receive 
more coverage in the Scottish press than in the 
country and town where the games are actually 
played. 


Spirit fans may care for none of this history. No 
point bringing in George Best if he does nothing 
other than support the local beer industry. But try 
this at Fergie's next game. Instead of watching the 
ball, take five minutes just to watch lan Ferguson. 
Okay, the 36-year-old legs may not move as fast 
as some, but the exquisite little touches, the deft 
turns, the movement off the ball, the creation of 
space, the competitive drive, the intolerance of 
poor effort, the take-no-prisoners attitude and 
box-to-box running are all there, He may be no 
spring chicken, perhaps more of a summer hen, 


but there are few players in the NSL with such 
one-touch artistry. 


There's no doubt he was sorely missed in last 
week's game at Parramatta and the second half 
in the last home game. We went into that match 
against Sydney United looking for a record fourth 
consecutive win, and had been sitting third in 
the league table. There was a decidedly upbeat 
mood and a gathering confidence among the 
fans. Two losses later, slipping out of the Top 6, 
Spirit has now lost more games than it has won, 
and the bookmakers are quoting 50-1 for Spirit to 
win the competition. It feels a bit like dating Elle 
McPherson and then having the bedroom door 
slammed in your face. 


The conditions in the last Pittwater game were 
atrocious, with a belting rain and driving wind 
that would have been more at home sweeping 
off the Irish Sea, A few miles down the road at 
Manly, hundreds of jubilant English rugby fans 
crowded around the team hotel along North 
Steyne, singing about sweet, low chariots in 
the wet and cold weather. It was a picture more 
reminiscent of Blackpool or Wigan than Sydney, 
and the rain probably took a thousand off the 
attendance for the Spirit game. 


The small crowd was a great pity, for two reasons. 


First, the standard of play and commitment from 
both teams was exceptional, and the next day, 
The Sydney Morning Herald described the game 
as outstanding’ After going behind in the third 
minute, Spirit pushed for an equaliser all night. 
Liam Reddy in the United goal must be close 
to the best keeper in the NSL, at the back of a 
defence which has conceded only five goals in 
ten games, It did not ease the pain to see former 
Spirit favourite Mark Rudan looking strong at the 
heart of the United defense. 


Second, the Sydney United fans claimed the 
southern end of the grandstand which should 
be sacred ground for the home team. This should 


* other players.” 
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be as impossible as Liverpool fans taking the 
Stretford end at Old Trafford. We were out-sung 
and out-numbered. They travelled all the way 
from Fairfield in their buses and their cars, while 
a thousand absent Spirit fans put another log on 
the fire and served a second helping of pudding 
in their warm and cosy homes. Players respond to 
crowd support, and ours deserved better. 


To add insult to injury, the disgraceful behaviour 
of some United fans in throwing flares on the 
pitch and shouting ethnic slurs had insufficient 
counterbalance from a spirited home crowd 


intent on enjoying the game, 


It was some relief when several hundred Spirit 
fans travelled to the Parramatta game, showing 
greater commitment to the cause, although 
the absence of key Spirit players and a couple 
of others below their best was too much to 
overcome against the competition leaders. 


And lan Ferguson did not play due to injury, 
Chances are his legs have less than a couple of 
dozen more games in them. Let's enjoy it while 
we can. 


Northern Spirit Premier Youth League: An Overview 


pirit’s Premier Youth League is charged with 

developing young players from around the 
region to National Youth League and National 
League standard. Alex Wilkinson, Spirit first team 
member and U20 Youth international, is just one 
example of a player who has come through the 
tanks at Christie Park to join Spirit’s first team and 
achieve higher honouts, 


This week we focus on the Colts Programme at 
Christie Park. The Colts group encompasses the 
U15,U16 and U18 teams and is managed by Colts 
Coaching Director Richard Paddle, 


U18's Coach Tony Candy is a former player and 
will be assited by Greg Fuchs who was a Ryde 
City Gunners player in 2003. They have brought 
nine new faces into a squad that will be looking 
to better last year’s disappointing tenth position. 
Amongst the stayers from last season is Brenton 
Olzomer, Spirit Youth's Club Captain for 2004. 


, Brenton is a central midfield player and he says 


“Being Club Captain for 2004 is an honour andia 
privilege. | hope that in the season to come !'can 
contribute to the club and be a role model for 


The 2004 Ui6 squad were semi-finalists inthe 2003 ~ 
r Youth League, and Coach Jim McMillan 
#stant Rod Eames will be looking to build 


on that success following their own successful 
season at Sutherland. They have brought five 
new team members in for 2004. Part of their 
squad is Mark Frost who missed 2003 with injury 
and hopes his 2004 comeback will lead to a 
professional contract. He rates winning the U13 
State Titles as one of the highlights of his career to 
date and hopes to experience that kind of success 
with Spirit in 2004. 


Richard Paddle and) Guy Smith welcome seven 
new players to an U15 squad that performed 
poorly last season, Smith is a newcomer to the 
Sydney Youth League arriving from New Zealand 
earlier this year, Their U15's sweeper, Sebastian 
Ryall has been a Spirit Youth player since 2000 
and he hopes that he will play well enough in the 
coming season to be in the awards at the annual 
awards dinner at the end of next year. 


To all Spirit supporters at today’s game, we 
encourage you to follow tomorrow's stars in 
the Premier Youth League 2004. Spirit’ Youth 
play their home games at Christie Park in 
North Ryde, and entry is free. You can follow 
their progress and catch up with the draw at 
www.soccernsw.com.au when the season 
kicks off in 2004. In this way you can show your 
support for Northern Spirit all year round! 


Next Spirit Match: 


Northern Spirit 
VS 
Adelaide United 
Wednesday 10 December, 2003 - Hindmarsh Stadium 
Kick off at 7.30pm 


Next Spirit Home Match: 
NIETO ETN ETAT LITT 


5S 
CORT SEE 


Sunday 21 December, 2003 - Pittwater Park 
Gates open at 4.15pm 
Kick off at 5.00pm 
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Northern Spirit Club Contact Details 


Address: 1472 Pittwater Road, Warriewood NSW 2102 
Postal Address: PO Box 1739, Warriewood Square NSW 2102 
Phone: 02 9970 7211 Fax: 02 99706211 Email: contact@northernspirit.com.au 


\ 
Proud to be part of the game 


Qantas is proud to sponsor the National Soccer League and Soccer Australia 
grtacon QANTAS 


